Physicians and economics: a commentary.
This article discusses the physician in the United States in relationship to economics. Because economics forms the basis of most of the debate concerning health care in this country, it is important to look at the physician's background, position, and future as they relate to this important area. Eight economic encounters met by the physician are considered: the physician's relationships with knowledge, patients, peers, hospitals, medical technology, malpractice, managed care, and the future. The purpose is to encourage discussion and introspection and to suggest possible future avenues of education and training to address more completely the economic necessities that now are so closely entwined with the profession.